Table 7.7 Platforms and moderation support

	
	Send specific task or information to a particular role by moderator
	Allows "out-of-simulation" confidential communication between role & moderator
	Read all asynchronous communication
	Read communication even if role deleted the message
	Modification of episode "on the fly"
	Modification of role structure (adding or removing role) after role play begins
	Activity monitoring

	Email only 


	Yes, but need to log in to each email address separately
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Discussion Forum only 
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes by disabling role to delete message
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Email + Discussion Forum
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Self-contained web-based interface & authoring system
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	3D virtual worlds
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No


