TABLE 3.1 Examples of tasks from three discipline areas

	History
Wills & Ip (2002)

http://www.learningdesigns.uow.edu.au/exemplars/info/LD24/index.html

Collaboratively propose solutions to the twin related problems of starvation and thieving in the newly established colony of Port Jackson (now called Sydney, Australia).

Read role description. Research more about the role and about the camp in which your role sits, i.e. Convict Camp or Officers Mess. Understand the role’s strategic goals (including both public and private agendas).

Publish a public role description (could be an optional activity but most students comment that this assessment task really gets them into the role firmly).

Read other learners' public role descriptions (if the above task is not done by the students then the teacher/designer will need to ensure that public role descriptions are available to all).

Read, research and understand the kick-off scenario. React to any kick-start scenarios that the moderator might release.

Make contact via email with other roles that may be useful to furthering the role’s strategic goals.

Convicts as a group negotiate to publish a petition to the Governor and officers negotiate to publish a resolution.

If any students are in Governor’s role, they publish a decision or arbitrate further.

Moderator declares role play finished and students participate in a collective online debrief with moderator. 

Individual written reflection.
	Political Science
Kinder, Fardon & Yasmeen (1999)

http://www.learningdesigns.uow.edu.au/exemplars/info/LD25/index.html
Represent your assigned country on the United Nations Security Council. 

Write Position Paper
Each student is expected to write a short paper in the form of a speech that will address the set of questions identified.

Attend First Security Council Meeting
Secret Diplomacy 
Based on the position paper discussion, the participants are required to contact states they think they can negotiate with, and prepare draft resolution(s) that need to be presented to the next meeting of the UN Security Council. The participants can contact more than one state and explore options of submitting more than one draft resolution. These negotiations [hereafter identified as secret diplomacy] must be conducted through the web site.

Attend Second Security Council Meeting
Attend Third Security Council Meeting
Write Group Report for each tutorial group
	Education

Hedberg 

http://www.learningdesigns.uow.edu.au/guides/info/G1/Downloads/QuickStartRolePlay_1.pdf

The development of a school IT plan which will integrate a series of management and leadership strategies to form an integrated development strategy for the school.

Either individual students or groups of students research their role and collect useful documents related to their role and the scenario.

Students put a public description of their role on the website for everyone to review. Students also submit a private description to the instructor about particular motivations that they think are important for their role. 

Role play proper starts and is held in a discussion forum space. Should small groups rather than individuals play a role then closed discussion spaces for that group will be provided and when a response is agreed it will be posted to the main discussion site. 

During the play Press Releases from the Minister for Education are fed into the information available. Several interventions might happen during the play. Play might extend over two weeks if the topic and scenario are sufficient.

Students meet for a debriefing session about what they thought and what had been accomplished.

Students assessment task is to discuss the processes through which a plan was formed and what they thought were the pressures on the production of a working and generally useful IT plan.


