TABLE 2.3 Comparison of three online role plays designed using the same Round Table Discussion template

	
	Environmental Decision Making
	Pain Education 
	Ethics of Pharmacology

	Objectives
	· Gain appreciation of the intricacies of (environmental) decision making 

· Gain insights into the perspectives of other stakeholders and the importance of a participatory approach to environmental decision making

· Develop conflict resolution and negotiation skills

· Integrate and synthesise a range of information resources 
	· Gain appreciation of the intricacies of (clinical) decision making 

· Gain insights into the perspectives of other stakeholders

· Develop collaboration and negotiation skills

· Integrate and synthesise a range of information resources 

· Appreciate the importance of a (multidisciplinary) team approach 


	· Gain appreciation of the intricacies of (ethical) decision making 

· Gain insights into the perspectives of other stakeholders

· Develop collaboration and negotiation skills

· Integrate and synthesise a range of information resources 

· Appreciate ethical considerations associated with pharmacological research

· Appreciate the role of Ethics Committees

	Time & setting
	conducted over five weeks in a third year undergraduate unit of study 
	conducted over six weeks in the 4th core unit of study in the Masters of Pain Management
	conducted over six weeks in an elective of Masters of Pain Management 

	Assessment

	· 5% for the round-table exercise based on position paper & questions to other stakeholder

· 15% for an essay based on round table scenario which integrates lectures, reading, & the round table exercise 
	40% in total

· 5% participation 

· 15% reflection 

· 20% application to another context (CRPS in children) 
	30% in total

· 5% participation 

· 10% reflection 

· 15% application to another context (human ethics) 

	
	An exam question is also closely linked to the exercise - students address one of the primary themes of contemporary approaches to water resources management that emerged.
	The final assessment task provides a debriefing opportunity as students are required to re/consider the situation under consideration in the RTD, given some changed circumstances, and complete an individual reflection about the insights they have gained as a result of the activity.

	
	Environmental Decision Making
	Pain Education & Ethics of Pharmacology

	Group size
	The activity can accommodate 12 to 72 students. Depending on numbers, students are divided into small groups (between 10 – 16 participants) and allocated one of the 16 stakeholder roles to play. Some stakeholder roles may or may not be used.
	Groups from 12 to 24. Students are divided into ‘consultant’ groups and allocated one of the four stakeholder roles to play. Smaller class numbers may need removal of one stakeholder role. Larger numbers may require the formation of “parallel meetings” of approximately equal size.

	Resources
	Formal literature (journal articles via electronic reserve in the library)
	Student resources include:

· a role play briefing document 

· role descriptors 

· scenario 

· role play tips 

· role play resources (patient history/initial readings) 

	
	Grey literature (unpublished reports, scoping papers etc with direct information on the case study itself)
	

	
	Web-based resources such as information papers, Government reports and discussion papers
	

	
	Other online student resources:

· lecture material

· background briefing 

· debriefing summary
	Moderator resources include: 

· an activity briefing 

· a debriefing guide  


